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They surely should not be made into one polymorphous species, 
as here treated, no attempt being made to separate them even as 
varieties, while P. laxiflorum Lam. is considered worthy of varietal 
rank, although its limitations are less distinct than those of the 
species referred to above. 

The present volume is plainly though neatly bound, the type 
clear and distinct. Some of the figures, however, do not come up 
as clearly as might be desired. It is the only work in this country 
which attempts to cover the forms from Mexico, and is a welcome 
addition to the literature of this difficult family of plants. 

G. V. N. 

Sphagna B ore ali- Americana exsiccata. Prepared by Daniel Cady 

Eaton and Edwin Faxon. Issued by George F. Eaton, New 

Haven, Conn., October, 1896. 

We have received the first two centuries of these very interest- 
ing North American Peat- Mosses, and are much pleased with the 
number and variety of species represented, the neat manner in 
which they are put up and the wide geographical range of the 
collections distributed. The bulk of the collections have been 
made by Edwin Faxon and Prof. Eaton in the New England 
States, to which Prof. Farlow and Edward L. Rand have also 
contributed. Dr. Evans has gathered many species in New Jer- 
sey, and Dr. Small in the Southern States, Mrs. A. M. Nicholson 
and C. H. Baker in Florida, A. C. Waghorne in Newfoundland, 
and Sandberg and Leiberg in Washington. Besides this there 
are a few rare arctic species from Hudson Bay and Alaska, col- 
lected by George Comer and C. H. Townsend. 

We have all felt the great loss that American bryologists suf- 
fered in Prof. Eaton's death, and are glad to learn that his work 
was so far completed that his son has been able to issue this most 
attractive and useful collection. E. G. B. 



Proceedings of the Club. 

Tuesday Evening, November 24TH, 1896. 
Vice-President Allen occupied the chair and there were 20 
persons present. 
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Mr. P. A. Rydberg gave an account of botanizing in the Crazy 
Mountains. 

Dr. J. K. Small described a case of teretology in Saxifraga 
fallax. 

Field notes were also presented by Mr. Howe, interesting re- 
marks being made on the subject Algae and Ferns in California. 

Dr. Britton described a new species of Crataegus from Virginia 
and North Carolina. 

Tuesday Evening, December 8th, 1896. 

In the absence of the President and Vice-Presidents, Dr. Hav- 
ard occupied the chair. There were 30 persons present. 

Mr. Thomas A. Williams was elected an active member. 

The following persons were elected corresponding members : 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, Director of the National Museum aud 
Professor of Natural History in the National Preparatory School, 
Mexico. 

Dr. Fernando Altamirano, Director of the National Institute 
of Medicine, Mexico. 

Dr. Jose Ramirez, Professor of Botany in the National Medi- 
cal Institute, Mexico. 

Dr. Alfonso Hen-era, Calle de Santa Maria, No. 6, Mexico. 

Dr. G. Barroeta, Professor of Physiology, Zoology and Botany, 
San Luis Potosi, Mexico. 

Dr. Manuel Godoy, Professor in the Civil College, Queretaro, 
Mexico. 

Dr. Jesus Sanchez, Professor of Zoology in the National Mu- 
seum, Mexico. 

Dr. Britton spoke of the recent death of Mr. Rudkin and 
moved that a committee consisting of the President of the Club 
and two others be appointed to take appropriate action. The 
motion being carried, the Chair appointed as such committee the 
President, Dr. Britton and Mr. Ogden. 

The announced papers of the evening were then presented. 
In the absence of Dr. T. F. Allen, his papers, entitled " Descrip- 
ions of New Species of Nitella" was read by title by Dr. Britton. 
They are printed in this issue of the Bulletin. 

The paper of Mrs. Elizabeth G. Britton, entitled " Contribu- 
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tion to the Bryology of Bolivia," reviewed the more important 
collections of Bolivian mosses, the treatment which they had re- 
ceived and the present work in progress on this subject, and 
enumerated the bryological collections made by Dr. Rusby in 
Bolivia in the years 1885 and 1886. This collection contained 96 
species in 39 genera, 42 of the species being hitherto undescrbied. 
The paper is printed in this issue of the Bulletin. 

Dr. H. H. Rusby spoke of " Botany at the Pan-American 
Medical Congress held in the City of Mexico, November, 1896." 
This paper contained brief references to the character of the flora 
observed on the journey to Mexico, an account of the scientific 
progress in the city, especially pertaining to applied botany, and 
referred to the botanical work organized by the Pan-American 
Medical Congress. It was supplemented by remarks upon the 
same subject by Mrs. Britton, who attended the Congress. A 
number of important publications by the Instituto Medico Nacion- 
al were exhibited. 

Dr. N. L. Britton described a new species of Geranium hitherto 
confounded with G. Carolinianum . 
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